BY ELLIOTT

Becretary Wilson's statement tha
are no bad acres in the Unite
Btates is agnin brought to light
through the efforts of the Department
of Agricuiture top induce more general
attentlon to the culture of the basket
willow. There are very many farms
in this country which contaln some

[

low land, and “through which runs n
'_} small stream. This portion of the
=0 farm Is too often aflowed to run
g to waste, dense growths of weeds and

serub prospering in the rich, molst
#oll, and the locality rarely visited by
the farmer except when in search of
onttle whieh have come
down to the brook for a drink.
Although Introkluced in this coantry
a8 early as 1840, willow growing iu
America occurs only in restricted lo-
cxlities throughout a relatively small
portion of the country. On account
of the Isolation of these groups of
Erowers with little or no connecction,
because the growers are not in
touch with basket makers, there has
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Basket-Willow Growing

INDUSTRY BEING FOSTERED BY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
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:i bundles of these cuttings should then
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Chemigt Wiley on Pare Feod.

Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, the chief of
the Bureay of Chemistry of the De-
partment of Agriculture, has just re-
turned from & tour of the British
Isles, France and Germany, where he
has been studying the preparation of
food prodects—packing, shipping, and
buman consumption of foods Dr,
Wiley Is a pure food man. He be
lleves that we should all have pure

food, or nt least know what It Is

w kept In running water untll small
leaves or sprouts appear, when they
will be ready to peel.

Pretty White Willowsl

Willows thus peeled are of a fine
white oolor, while those which wn-
dergo steaming or boiling for the re
woval of the bark are of a dark color,
belng stalned by coloring matter con-
tained In the bark; but experience has
shown that the artidles made of bolled
willow are much more durable than
those made from the white rods of
spring peeling. The opermtion s so
simple that old persons incapable of
arduous lubor can make fair wages
doing this sort of work.

» Aud yet, the farmer may ask, is
theeg a market for willow ware in
this esuntry? The United States con-
sumes the largest amount of willow
wire of any country in the world
From one district In Germany alone,
ns far hack as 1803, in spite of the

been little chance for lmprovement,

panle existing at that time, $230,000

Baskets Made
In Richmaond,

Virgtnln,

‘; L Peoling Gireén

‘i _- . Ay Willow for

3 Basket Work,
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-~ While this is not true of the condi-
& . tions In western New York, the trade
> i there demands only the cheapest

5 grade of the steamed willow., But

stenm-peeled rods have a  dark color,
and hence cannot be used for fine bas-
kets,

-~
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Willows Grow on Corn Land.

The genernl idea Is that willows
will grow only on  very swawpy
ground, but experience shows that all
serlous attempts  madde on  well-
drained soll, even though of poor qual-
ity, have been successful. The ground
is prepared just the same ns it wonld
be for corn or wheat, Willow plant-
Ing generally I8 done In the antumn;
should be In rows, the sets  or ent-

tings, according to older methods be-
ing placed about tem inches in length
and planted in the ground until about
only an inch and a halfl protruves

worli of fine willow ware was Im-
ported.  Binee that date, however, the
value of willow lmports has decreased,
due, probally, to the Increase of wil-
low growing in this country,

The manufacture of willow is what
might be termed a “house induostry,’
I which the men, women and chil-
dren are engnged in peeling and split-
ting the rouds and weaving the bas-
kets under contract,

————

Big Creps This Year.

Recretary Wilson has returned to
Washington from a tour of the North-
west, where he wns  shown some
great crop yields, He expresses It as
Lilg belief that the farmers have more
money now than ever was theirs be-
fore, and that with such full treasure
chiests there is no danger of an Indus-

above Almost  without

the ground,

exception through the country wil-
lows are planted from 9 inches to a
foot apart in rows 2% feet to n yard
distant from one another, thus allow-
ing from about 14,000 to 23,000 to the
acre. This method of wide planting
i followed for several reasons, it of
course belng cheaper to plant fewer
cuttings, and the cost of cultivation
. reduced, the wide rows allowing
use of a plow, It is also un-
; and held by the
- authoritles that the more shoots from
& 8tool or stump, the greater the yield.

: hﬂ the cuttings bave been planted !
meadow or corn land, the first year
Tows are hoed two or three times.
| Jater run through with a ‘light
. In later years only the plow Is
. On bottomland, however, they
cultivated once, and there-

for grassed with a sickle,

"To Produce Straight Rods,

ent of Agriculture has
that thauﬁ there may be ob-
to close planting on account of
i cost and greater amount
ivation necessary, both a
d longer, more even-
better rods are obtalned—
ter, less » And less ta-
 While a yleld of four tonc
B rods per acre may be ob-
lve years where the holts
in rows three feat apart,
& distance of one foot between
pover six tons are obtalned from

8

A WILLOW SWAMP. l

higher ||}

trinl panie. The year's crop of
wheat, corn and onts will be larger,
according to Mr, Wilson's experienced
judgment, than were the big crops of
last year. He says that the area capa-
ble of maising durum or macaronl
wheat i8 now pushing well into the
desert reglon, The yield of this
wheat alone this year, it is believed,
will exceed 20,000,000  bushels, a
wheat, by the way, which grows

where other wheat will not grow and
which six years ago was an unknown
thing among Amerlean growers.

Mr Wilson gives us the pleasing lo-

adulternted with, and he Is one of the
most active advoeates In the country
of national pure food legisiation,
“The question of pure food™ he
sald, “is one that should be better un-
derstood, and more actively engaged
in by people generally. We have se
cured legislation enabling us to pre-
vent the Importation of impure and
harmful foods, but the people are ap
parently cireless in regard to domes-
tle manufacture, There is one feat-
ure of the pure food investigation

WILLOW IN THE PIT, SPROUTED,
READY FOR PEELING.

which appeals to me beyond all oth-
ers—the effect of Impure fonds on In-
valids, People who are under the
care of a physlelan, and are com-
pelled to eat prepared foods should
know at least what they arve getting,
If the foods which they buy as ‘pure,’
are found upon avalysis 10 contaln
ingredients which have proven harm-
ful to them, they should have some
recourse at Inw to puunlsh the maker
of this frandulent food, A slmple i
stance s gutticient to 1llustrate the
polnt. There is at this time a great
demand for gluten flours.  They are
recommended for certain  disenses,
and there are varlous preparations on
the market which are sold at high
prices, Many of the so-called gluten
flours contuin but a smull percentage
of pure gluten: they are ‘filled’ with
chalk and starchy substances, and arve
not at all what is clalmed for them,
This Is one example; a bundred others
could be named."”
——

GIANT KANSAS CORN,

Exciting Experiences of Boy Lost In
Field of Growing Grain.

A report which seems to have come
from the Portland Exposition states
that a grent object of curlosity there
is a corn stalk of mammoth size reach-
ing almost up to the very roof of the
agricultural building. The history of
the stalk 18 perhaps as muarvelous as
the object ftself.

It appears that prior to the last
hot wave which swept over the coun-
try, a farmer in Kansas sent his 6f-
teen-year-olld son out to take a look
over the corn field and notify him of
the prospects. In order to do this the
son went to the implement shed which
this wise farmer had provided and
procured ‘a Indder  with
climbed one of the cornstalks,
surveying a fine growth of corn for
miles around, the boy started to climb
down, but in his execitement nt the

prospects of the golden harvest which

formation that housekeepers will find
the prices of meat, duiry products amd

1

MAKING WILLOW HAMPER.

poultry lower thls winter than they
have been for some time, owling to the
heavy grain crops. Fatten cattle
on corn at 50 cents & bushel, he sald,
I8 not a profitable performance, and
that Is what the farmer has been do-
ing for the past three years; but with
this year's' grain crops, the farmer
should find at the end of the season
;mt#l:hm:'uln of proogt is greater,

e due course of events, ments

d be chea -

PEELED WILLOWS.

his father would reap, he had failed
to notice the rapidity of the growth of
the stalk which he had ascended. As
quickly as he stepped down, so much
more rapidly the stalk seemed to grow,
and be was no nearer the bottom than
when he started.

His father, noting the absence of
his son, saw that it would be useless
for him to bunt through the jungle of
waving corn, so he climbed to the top
of his windmill and his anxions eyes
beheld his bog waving his red bandana
in despalr. Hastily summoning his
neighbor and his other tywo sturdy
sons, they proceeded with axes to
chop down the wicked stalk. Thelr
axes, however, failed to find the same
mark twice, so rapidiy did the stalk
shoot upward. Night came on with.
out their sccomplishing anything and
the boy was left to what appeared to
be a terrible fate. Like most Kansas
boys, however, he was awake to all
his opportunities, and existed for a
long time on the raw corn, having con-
sumed 80 much that he later notified
his parents by means of a message
written on one of the dried corn leaves
that he was getting so fat there was
danger of the stalk breaking with
welght. He wrote that he belleved

balanced ration would

CONTROL OF CANAL MATTERS,

Transfer to the State Department
Under Secretdry Root.

It seems to be genemlly accepted
that the control of all matters in con-
nection with the construction of the
Panama canal Is to be transferred
from the War Department to the
State Department. Under the law the
work s to be momed under the di-
rection of the ident, and he origl-
nally intrusted i to Secretary Taft on
the general ground that all national

enginee works were the
business of the War rtment. It
{Is mow realized that tary Taft

has a great deal more than his pro-

which he |
After |

From Washington Post,

portlonate share of the government
work and responsibility, and It is
with a view of relleving him of a por
tion of his official burdens that the
Presldent suggested the advisability
of the transfer of the Panama Canal
work to the State Department

Secretary Root's acceptance of the
trust would enable Secrelary Taft to
devote more of hig time to the con-
slderation of  Important questions af-
fecting the government of the Philip-
pines and the business of the aruy
generally. It Is known that SBecretary
Taft hng no personal ambitions In
connection with the Panama ecanal
work, and I8 entirely wlilling, as a
matter of genernl expediency, that its
supervision should be trnns}errml to
Secretary Root as the head of the
State Department,

Secretary  Root, however, with all
his ability for hard work, I8 under-
stood to have no hankering after the
canal Job,
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T4E FLOOD OF NOAH,
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In Perfect Adaptability

The Strong
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Kentucky Wagon
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NO OTHER WAGONS APPROACH
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Under all Conditions to

0ld Hickory

MANUFACTURED BY

Manufacturing Co.

LOUISVILLE, KY.
LARGEST PRODUCERS OF FARM WAGONS IN THE WORLD
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Kirk’s

AMERICAN CROWN

SO0AP

laa green soap, consistency of paste, a perfect

1 for t bile machinery and al
vehicles; will not injure the most highly
polished surface, Mado from pure vegetable
olls. If your dealer does not carry American
Crown Boap in stock, send us his name and
address and we will see that your wants are
wupplied. Put upin 18)§ 25knd 50 Ib pails,

Geology Proves the Foundation of
the Biblical Account. |

There are Biblical doubters who scoff |
at the idea that there ever was a great
flood, yet the testimony of the geolo-
glsts, to say nothing of Ignatius Don-
nelly’s theory of the submerged -conti-
nent of Atlantas, proves that at one
time the entire earth’s surface was
covered with water. Professor Wright
of Oberlin, who has made geology a
life study, brings us new light upon the
subject. In writing on the subject of
the “Contributions of Geolozhy to the
Creditubility of the Flood" he states
that the level of the land changes con-
stantly, The highest mountalns were
once below the sea-level, as is proven
by the finding of sea-shells on the sum-
mits of the highest peaks. All of Cen-
tral Asla was once covered by water

and is now drying up. In fact the dry-
Ing out process has been golng on for
thousands of years. The Turkestan and
Siberian low-lands were once sub-
merged, while evidence Is shown that
the Desert of Gobl was once a body
of water equal to the Mediterranean in
slze and depth.

The valley of the Jordan in ages back
was covered with water to a depth of
from 1,000 to 1,400 feet, while changes
of level and climate in Asia seem to
prove that the Deluge once passed over
the entire country.

-

Unecle Sam’s “Conselence Fund.”

The consclence fund of the Treas-
ury Is not, as is popularly supposed, an
fdle fund which is added to from time
to time, lies dormant, and is never
used. Contributions to this so-called
fund are turned into the regular gov-
ernent receipts and on the books ap-
pear under the beading “To Account
Consclence.” This account was opened
by the United States government in
I811. It would not be fair to infer
from this fact that the American con-

| selence had its awakening at so late a
date in the country’'s history, but that
year witnessed the first return to the
government, as the result of the “still,
small volee,” of money of which it had
been defrauded some time before,

President Madison found on his deak
one morning an unsigned letter in
which the writer confessed to defraud-
ing the government of $2, for which
his consclénce bhad made him suffer
sorely. This amount was enclosed with
the request that It be turned into the
Natlonal Treasury, the writer express-
ing the hope that this full restitution

Con
have since been rectived varying In
amounts from a 2-cent postage stamp
to ten thousand dollars or more.

Up to date the amount recelved from
those who bave defrauded the govern.
ment and become consclence-stricken
in over $400,000,
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4 YVery Accurate Description.

James S. Kirk & Company

CHICAGO, ILL |

BOOKS—BOOKS

We have published some good ones spec-
fally suited for farmers, Books that will help
every farmer to make more out of his farm
Write for our catalogue,

WEBB PUBLISHING CO.,
__8t. Paul Minn.

Well Drilling
Machines

Ovwer 70 sizes and styles for drillin
either deep or shallow wells in any kin
of soil or rock. Mounted on wheels or
sills, With engines or horse powers,
Strong, simple and durable, Any me-

ic can operate them easily.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE

. making very
ttle moise. (!lur new

automatic = recoll-opere
ating Lu: I devies |

A Quarter of
a Century
o!unga.lllnj-m

proves the

ABSOLUTEO'I}EUABHJT\’
Remington

TYPEWRITER

WYCKOFF, SEAMANS & BENEDIOT
87 BROADWAY, NEW YORN

Sandwich

HAY PRESS

‘ The Baler for speed. Bales 12 fo 18
tons a day. Has 40 inch feed hole,
Adapted to bank barn work, Stands up

| to its work—no digging holes for wheels,

| | Self-feed Attachment increases cap-

| acity, lessens labor, makes better bales
and does not increase draft,

Sead for Catalogee
SANDWICH MFG. CO,,

| 124 Maia Street, Saandwich, Il

SILOS

Pine, Fir, Cypress and Yellow Pine,
Write for Catalogue.

Eagle Tank Co., 281 N. Green 8t.,
S e il
IF YOU WANT A JACK

Send for our Jack Catalogue,
win the dw:nptlgn of exactly -n&ﬂ:’#

Hydraulic Jacks our Specialty

46 Dey 8t N. Y. City,

varieties for planting in

Che Missoula Rursery
—_—

Producers of Northern grown acclimated trees and the best

Every Variety of Standard Fruit
‘Thoroughly tested Apples, Pears, Plums, Cherries and Trees
Ornamental, Small Fruit Plants,

Watson-Stillman Co.y
1
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Northern States, |

Shrube, |




